IMPROVEMENTS IN OR RELATING TO WATER FEATURES 

This invention relates to an assembly for use as, or fonriing an accessory for, 
a water feature, and in particular relates to a combined water feature and 
planter. 

It is known to incorporate planters in water features such as ornamental 
ponds, waterfalls, and drinking troughs, and generally the water feature 
includes a water reservoir from which water is pumped to a required part of 
the water feature. The planters normally have drain holes which 
communicate with the reservoir, so that the solution applied to water the 
plants, which solution may contain chemicals, such as nitrates, for feeding 
the plants, drains into the reservoir. Accordingly the water pumped around 
the water feature will become contaminated by such chemicals and represent 
a danger to anyone, particularly children, who may be tempted to drink from 
the water feature. DE 29514083U1 shows a water feature with planters 
generally of this type. 

An object of the invention is to overcome this problem. 

According to the invention an assembly for use as, or forming an accessory 
for, a water feature comprises a water reservoir for water recycled, in use, 
around at least part of the assembly, and at least one planter having a 
drainage passage which extends through the water reservoir and isolates 
therefrom liquid draining from the planter, in use. 



Preferably the assembly comprises a moulded plastics material hollow shell, 
which integrally defines said water reservoir and said at least one planter. 
Conveniently the drainage passage(s) extending through the water reservoir 
serves or serve to strengthen the shell. 

The invention will now be described, by way of example, with reference to 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an assembly in the form of a combined 
water feature and planter in accordance with one embodiment of the 
invention, 

Figure 2 is a part cross-sectional, central longitudinal view of the assembly of 
Figure 1, and 

Figures 3 and 4 are respectively schematic fragmentary views of the interior 
of the assembly, showing further embodiments of drainage passages. 

As shown in Figure 1, the assembly which defines the combined water 
feature and planter of one embodiment of the invention is in the form of a 
rectangular trough formed by a one-piece plastics material hollow moulded 
shell 10, supported on separate legs 10a. The shell defines an internal water 
reservoir 11 between a base 12, side and end walls 13 and a top wall 14. 
The top wall 14 defines a flat part 15, which is recessed relative to the upper 
periphery of the trough and forms a base of the planter. The part 15 is 
formed with a raised, upwardly tapering hollow circular part 16, which forms 
a water receptacle of the water feature. The part 16 receives water, in use, 



-3 



discharged from an imitation ornamental hand pump 17 bolted to a platform 
18 of an integral projection 19 formed of the upper wall 14 and disposed at 
one shorter end wall of the rectangular trough. The part 16 is spaced a short 
distance from the projection 19, so as to lie below the outlet of the pump 17. 
In use, water from the pump 17 thus falls through the hollow part back into 
the reservoir 11 below it. Although shown in this embodiment water 
discharges from an ornamental hand pump, any other suitable ornamental or 
other feature could be used instead. 

In its base, at a position adjacent the end wall at which the projection 19 is 
disposed, the shell has an upstanding hollow circular part extending above the 
water level, and defining an opening 20 through which a sealed electrical 
supply cable 21 extends from the exterior of the assembly, the cable 21 
leading to an electrical pump 22 disposed in the reservoir 11 . The pump 
supplies water from the reservoir to the ornamental hand pump 17 by means 
of a pipe 23 which passes up through an opening in the platform 18 and into 
the bottom of the ornamental pump 17. Thus when the electrical pump is 
operating, in use, water from the reservoir 11 is continually being pumped up 
through the ornamental pump 17, whereupon it discharges under gravity from 
the outlet of the pump 17 into the part 16. As described, the water then falls 
through the part 16 and thus back into the reservoir 11. 

The flat base part 15 of the planter is formed with a multiplicity of drainage 
openings 24 therein, each of which is at the top of a vertical hollow drainage 
passage 25 formed as part of the moulded shell and thus serving to strengthen 
it. Each passage extends through the full depth of the reservoir 11, from part 
15 to base 12, and is thus isolated from the water therein, the passage 



terminating at an opening in the base 12 so as to provide a drain from the 
underside of the base 12 exteriorly of the shell. Each drainage passage 25 
can be straight, of constant circular cross-section. Alternatively where the 
shell is moulded in two halves which are secured horizontally together, each 
half shell can define a half of the drainage passage, which can be of tapering 
circular section, as shown in Figure 2, with the wider ends at the part 15 and 
base 12 respectively. The passages 25 could of course be of any other 
suitable configuration. 

In one alternative arrangement, schematically shown in Figure 3, the part 15 
could be formed at each opening 24 with only a short downwards moulding 
25a extending into the reservoir 11. The drainage passage is completed by a 
separate pipe or tube 25b fitted onto a spigot or into a socket at the end of the 
short moulding. The pipe or tube extends through the reservoir to an 
opening in the base 12, so that liquid can drain through the pipe or tube to 
the exterior of the shell. Instead of being integral with the base part 15, the 
parts 25a could be non-integral, e.g. inserts in the openings 24 which provide 
the spigot or socket. In a further alternative arrangement, very schematically 
shown in Figure 4, the pipes 25b are replaced by longer flexible pipes 25c 
which pass into (and terminate in) the opening 20, so that the water from the 
planter(s) drains out of the bottom of the opening 20. Preferably the drainage 
is by gravity, and to that end the part providing the opening 20 could be 
lower than shown so that the water from the planter drains downwardly. 
Instead of terminating in the opening 20, the pipes could, as shown, 
terminate below the base 12. Two or more, or all, of the (six) planter 
drainage pipes 25c could be joined at a connector so that only a single 
drainage pipe passes into the opening 20. 



In use, gravel or other drainage assisting material is placed on the part 15, 
and this is then covered by the growing medium, e.g. a mixture of soil and 
compost. The plants are then 'bedded' into the growing medium and 
'watered' when necessary. It will be appreciated that excess 'water' will 
drain away through the drainage openings 24 and into the drainage passages 
25. The part 15, although generally flat, could be sloped around each 
drainage opening 24 to assist the flow of 'water' into each drainage passage 
25. Accordingly if plant feed is added to the water for the plants, nitrates or 
other chemicals in the feed will pass in solution through the drainage 
passages for discharge away at the underside of the shell. Harmful chemicals 
applied as feed etc. , to the plants when the plants are watered cannot thus 
reach the water reservoir 11. Thus the recycled water in the reservoir 11 is 
not contaminated by the water draining from the planter, and although it is 
not intended that such recycled water should be drunk, it would, if drunk, 
thus not normally be harmful. 

In another arrangement, the plants could be at least partly received in the 
passages 25, provided drainage therethrough is not prevented. 

The gravel and soil etc. , carried by the planter upper surface may be 
relatively heavy, but as mentioned, the part 15 is reinforced by the integrally 
formed drainage passages, and would thus normally be able to carry such 
weight without difficulty. The part 15 could of course be otherwise 
strengthened if necessary. 



In use, if the assembly is outdoors, it is possible for rain to pass into the 
reservoir 11 through the part 16. However in this case, if the level of water 
in the reservoir rises above the top of the part defining the opening 20, water 
will drain therethrough until the level falls below the top thereof. 

It will be appreciated that the invention applies to an assembly which itself 
constitutes a water feature, as in the embodiment illustrated, and also to an 
assembly which is an accessory to a water feature such as an indoor 
ornamental pond, an outdoor garden pond, or the like. For example the 
assembly could be arranged to have water flowing into the reservoir from the 
pond with the electrical pump delivering water from the reservoir back into 
the pond. Again, however, the planter would drain in isolation from the 
reservoir and pond. 

In another embodiment, a multiplicity of separate planters could be arranged 
in the form of individual 'pockets' around or at the front of the water feature. 
Moreover as used herein, the term 'planter* includes an area at which a plant 
pot or plant dish could be placed, the pot or dish having at least one drainage 
opening so that liquid applied to the pot or dish drains, in use, to the or each 
drainage passage of the 'planter' . 

Preferably with all the embodiments described, the planter water drains 
wholly or substantially under gravity, and it is preferred that the exit of each 
of the drainage passages is in the base 12 to facilitate this. However the 
drainage passage exits could be other than in the base if required. 



In an alternative arrangement, the pump is received in a container beneath 
part 16 and the container forms the isolated reservoir for the recycled water. 
The reservoir 1 1 thus no longer receives recycled water and instead could 
effectively 'complete' the planter's drainage passages from mouldings 25a or 
equivalent, to drain water from the planter out of one or more openings in the 
base 12 or walls 13. Liquid draining from the planter is thus isolated from 
the recycled water even though the drainage passages here could extend 
'around' rather than 'through' the recycled water reservoir. 



